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TITHE INQUIRER, MARCH 18, 1950 95 
on What about “patience”? In a recent issue of the because you believe that tolerance is a virtue; but when I am 
“il American paper The Christian Register, there was a report _—in a majority, and have power, I ought not to tolerate 
is of an address given by John Haynes Holmes, the well-known becanse I believe thet But there is ¢ Raw 
Ae iaaitois ee enone in the logic, due to the fact that what the Roman Catholic 
70th birthday. He said that, as a young man, the quality means by “tolerance” is not what the Liberal Christian means. 
1S which he had most desired to cultivate in his preaching had Love, patience, tolerance, these three, and the greatest of 
M. ES been “courage”, but now that he was an old man the quality these is... ? But that is another question. 
at which he most desired was “patience”. I think he was right. | 
he I Patience is a very great virtue. It is possible to be courageous, 
he I even morally courageous, without being patient; I doubt if it A HOPEFUL DIAGNOSIS 
"ti is possible to be patient, in the proper sense of the word, 
ty HE without also being courageous. By John Rowland 
of So we come to “tolerance”. On the occasion with which RECENT correspondence in the columns of THE INQUIRER 
om dealing, the in the RBC. renked —particularly that arising from “Dear Congregation”, that 
i BS “tolerance” we “patriotism”. That is curious, because,on delightful article by three men in Manchester—has 
at suggested that there is much heart-ecarching among Liberal 
fag teen “Is Tolerance a virtue or a vice?”, and one of the and Free Christians as to the reason for the apparent lack 
wae cxperts had declared that it was a vice! He was ina minority, of headway made by their Churches in this twentieth century. 
- it is true, and the discussion showed that his definition of After all, the argument seems to run, we live in times when 
“tolerance” was inadequate. But we need to examine the the power and influence of science are increasing, when people 
IE question very carefully. should be sane and rational; therefore it would be expected 
7 There are two different attitudes of mind, both of which _that the one religious point of view which accepts right reason 
ie claim to be tolerant. First, there is the attitude of the man as the basis for its theology should make rapid progress. 
of who says: “I find that there are good people belonging to Instead of this, however, we see a general increase (at any 
all denominations, and to no denomination. It seems to me, rate, as far as the “fashionable” interpreters of religion go) 
. therefore, that the things about which they differ are of no _—in sheer dogmatism. Miss Dorothy L. Sayers, Mr. C. S. 
real importance. I cannot be bothered to inquire into these Lewis, Dr. J. S. Whale, Dr. C. H. Dodd, and others who have 
subtle distinctions of theology. Let the adherents of the gained the attention of a mass public are, on the whole, 
them nor writers who insist on the need for more and more dogmatic 
tolerance. “For modes graceless zealots > O use a political term, then, for a theological pheno- 
can’t be wrong whose life is in the right’ ”. menon, there has been a definite move to the right in the 
[ admit that there is a certain superficial attraction about _—‘religious sphere. The number of converts to Roman 
this attitude of mind. If it were more widespread, the perse- Catholicism seen in our day (more especially among eminent 
of i cution of heretics would become impossible. Nevertheless, | writers and artists) is yet another straw showing the way in 
he HE the broad-minded tolerance of the man who is indifferent to | which the wind blows. ‘ 
ts He the crucial issues raised by contending sects and parties is Thus far, it may appear that what I have been saying 
philosophically unsound and socially dangerous. It is the of 
in ie product of laziness. It ignores the profound truth, empha- students. But I feel that is new hope for the Unitarian 
he fie zealots, that “as a man thi in his heart, so is he”. one thing, there is a weakening in the Rationalist camp. | 
sb If tolerance is only another name for indifference, fora ‘That, unless Rationalists relapse into sheer indifferentism, 
Sm ,ccn care” attitude, and if this attitude is the outcome of must mean that there are more and more people who are 
id laziness, I should be inclined to say that tolerance was more of to 
& EB a vice than a virtue. But there is another kind of tolerance— ss that of Unitarianism. I do not think that I am, in saying 
= the kind which Dr. EM. Wilbur, in his History of ‘his. merely interpreting the fact that it was thus that I came 
aie Unitarianism, described 2s one of the three leading principles {0 my Present theological position. The sheer rational strength | 
ij of the Unitarian faith If Unitarians are tolerant, it is not Of the Unitarian position, the lack of that twist of irrational 
They are not indifferent to the crucial issues of day Churches (particularly 
and hour. So far from being too lazy to examine these 
issucs, they examine them from every possible angle, and if more liberal by 
shont, they ase suse to Sad any other religious body at the present time. 
Someone once said: “Where are two Unitarians to 
there are three opinions”, and perhaps there is a grain of 
truth in that. Yet, im alll this ion, there is abound- aasis in religious matters in recent months. to 
re goodwill : ae : way in which it has become increasingly evident that evil (the 
te evil in men’s hearts, for the most part) has taken considerable 
I was passing through Cheltenham. I came to a building OF 
b which —— . : in that as I recently tried to in these 
. dency during past twenty or thirty years 
4 “This is a Unitarian Church, suggest that the secularisation of the State does not produce 
f Where your opinions are as welcome as your persons.” ee 
og fee SH this idea if we say “it Matter what a man believes is as hollow as H. G. Wells, in his last phase, 
e fy © long as he docs what is right”. We represent the idea Seatew And if a secular State becomes a tyrannous 
ity iS = State, a State which gives evil tendencies their head—well, we 
if “™ dream: that all honest differences have to ~— are faced with the nced for something more than secular 
s fe COMtribute to the common stock; that the synthesis of the sanctions on which to build. 
, ay Seer truth is built up amid the conflict of truths; and few who are able to take the plunge 
Oe orn oe Unity of the spirit can be achieved by the cultivation from Seculariam, Frecthought. Rationalism (call it what you 
t 2 large-hearted tolerance which welcomes opinions «= will) to the irrationality of most of the 
i  Stwrally. and as cagerly, as it welcomes persons. Churches And this, if the message of the liberal Christian 
, The Roman Catholic seems to have logic 
he saps : “When you there is cause for hope. some kind of dependence on 
© 2 majority, and have power, you ought to tolerate me, God, buf the dependence of a free mind, gives some hope for 
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ab the future has become increasingly likely.” But the absurdities on thie wireless The ‘Mather in the series of “The Undefeate 
et of many orthodox ideas must repel the i. Asensible It was‘a similar theme—the: plight of children in -Buroy 
“4 i) outlook on religion is what is needed most of all today. And § orphaned and lost, aged prematurely by the horrors they | 
I feel that the sensible outlook of the Free Chris‘ian Churches seen. Yet human life and especially young human life 
a } can meet most modern needs. wonderfully resilient, and the dream of better things ke 
: i blindness of the Marxist (as I shc what has been presented is only fiction, for life 
ei ad more tragic than the portrayal of dramatists anj tere 
ters. 
, is strange sometimes how over a period one’s thought | 
the Modernist wing of the Church of England to the Unitarian Yo 
of The Filipino, the Jew, the children from war-tc 
me to be beyond dispute. And, even many of those all cry with one voice, “Look at us we are human be 
who would be comfortable within that theological range still ‘Rave ‘been paotected from the; 
. wander in the wilderness outside, the fact remains that they horrors ask ourselves what can we do. 
serve. ntres 
more of them that do thus find a home the better, both for churchts whare 
G: them and for the country and the world. and tolerance are most deeply cherished. As Victor 
; has said, “It is a miyth that any system can of it 
4d men gor 
hi IT OCCURRED TO ME 
; I ReaD recently an account of General Romulo of the 
Philippines addressing a youth conference in New York. He on hig 
. threw away his prepared speech, forgot his dialectics and IF A it is noi but he 
me “I am a -looking li _reali ; 
am a Filipino, a foreigner. But see—t crack jokes, I wear po 
; clothes, I am a human being. Foreigners are human beings _vineyard of the Lord. There are no want of scholars, for bei 
endowed with the dignity of the human soul. When you and i in the world pass t 
learn that and apply it, you will be contributing to today. but Sout 
I was reminded of the Filipino’s decent kindly wes 
iq whe Gar of done uring his public ministry. A minis a de 
. The central thi : was crowned with martyrdom and a few hours of agony tha 20% 
Salesman. character in this novel is — 
| firm is anti-Semitic. He is compelled of deliverance. Soc 
his cyesight is failing and he is horri S of ancient Greece, had no other 
£ he himself could easily be taken for dispute and argue and prove that wisc 
sees the likeness, tells him that he = 
Hie Gen 06 whet it ts force save when the preac 
of anti-Semitism focused on him. 
.s tension and mounting horror as the book moves to its climax me -~ 
; and one wishes that one could take cover under the comfort- 27° "w who have conquered the vanity 
able assumption that this is fiction and not life. Unfortunately 
4 we know tha such incidents as described in this book have ints patie aa 
id themecives Chiistans Mhose who call fowered and fructified. They have no 
is book wrists with perpose and by the with exclusive allegiance; they bek 
‘skill of a writer who knows the power of written word. The 
. _ ‘Those who have seen the film The Search, a film which fe not of Truth but 
spied doukic Acodemy will been beunted ons, also, the irradiation 
‘by the theme which is handled with tendemmess and _way_of ii 
“insight. ie the story of 2 mother’s stench for her child They like 
| tore away from parents and family life, losing their sense of Words of Etemal falling fr 
ai seen. After years of being from to p 2 
. that on people as Jess than human 
| ind indignation k 
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Sizn.—No doubt many churches already have a system for aloes in March. The 
the visitor feel at home, but I would suggest that there we ul Sale of Work, on | 
no cause for the complaint of the lady m Mr. Scott's arti a Nicholson, of Dec 
a definite member of the congregation (or two if necessary) Service of Thanksgivi 
well as it is; but i is a pity to lose, by the neglect of a little outside the communion of this ancient chapel | 
preliminary courtesy and friendliness, a person whose devotion and adding their felicitations. Old Christmas cards 
be thrown away and Mr. Derek Smith, of 
Grantham, Lincs. calendars for the Sale of Work. * Hi - 4 
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The National Union of Lay Preachers Nesareth Uniarian Cis Hil, 90 © Rev. W, 


AREING. 
A SPECIAL GENERAL MEETING PrymMourn, Unitarian Centre, Houndiscombe Rd., 11 and 6.30, Rev. 
will be held on H. KErs.ey 


Poot, Unitarian Church, Hill St., 6.30, Rev. ERNest PENN. 
Portsmours, Friends’ Meeting “hee, Dx. 


PRESTON, Unitarian Chapel, Church St., 6.30, Rev. ALUN WILLIAMS. 
Punsey, Un. Church, 10.30 and 6, Rev. T. Beerr Davies. 


RAWTENSTALL, Unitarian Church, Bank St., 2.45 and 6, Mr. Wm. 
Hants., The and 
sth Sundays, 11, 


EASTER SATURDAY (April 8), at 3 pm. 


2nd and 
} » 10.30, Mr. : 2.30, 
LonpoN, Bell Street, Edgware Reed. Rev. W. M. Lone. League, 6.30, United Service at Bury. 
Lonpon, Blackfriars Mission and Stamford Street Chapel, 6.30, Rev. Sauz, Atkinson Rd., 11, Rev. C. A. Prrer. Mey 
LONDON, Brixton, Effra Rd., 11, Rev. E. G. Chance, Rev. E. D. 
SHEFFIELD (Attercliffe), 6. . T. H. Moses. eye] 
SHEPPIELD, Chapel, 21 and 6.30, Rev. G. S. Warrer. 
Surewssury, High St., Unitarian, 11 and 6.30, Rev. A. H. he 


1r and 6.30, Rev. G. E. HALz. 
11, Rev. G. J. G. Grigve. 

. ARTHUR PEACOCK. 

Preston Hall, 7, Rev. J. HINKINS. 

Quex Rd, 11, Rev. V. Fox, 


High St., 11, Mr. F. H. 
Knotts Green, 6.30, Mr. W. E. 

Lonwon, Mansford St. Chapel, Bethnal Green, 6.30, Rev. H. STEWART 
Lonpon, Newington Green, Unitarian Ch., 6.30, Mr. . Reece WALKER. | ae 
Lonpon, Rhyl St., Kentish Town, 6. oo. 
LONDON, Ham Lane, a 

Church, 6.30, Rev. W. C. Newron. 


Lonpon, Theistic Ch, 18 Great Marlborough St, W.1, 11, Rev. J. 
11, Rev. W. M. Lone. 
Unitarian 


King Edward and 6.30, Rev. Suogr. 
Chapel Biackicy, 10.45 and 


10.15 and 6.30, Supriy. 


10.45 and 6.30, 
S. Sarr. 


« 


W. 287s. 
New 


99 
in the 
UNITARIAN COLLEGE, VICTORIA PARK, MANCHESTER 
Business important. All Lay Preachers cordially invited. 
Highgate Hi Hil, SOUTHAMPTON, Friends Meeting House, inance Road, 6, Mr. Exc 
Lownont, Islington, Un. Ch. ippe SOUTHEND-On-Sea, Darnicy Road, 11, Children’s Church, 6.30, Mr. F. 
Shurc 
‘Tauro, Mary Street Church, 11 and 6.30, Rev. Unswoers. 
Lo~pon, W. Green, Church, Newnham Rd. 6.30, Rev. Unitarian 10.45 and 6, Rev. Maumice jJomson. 
G. ]. G. Guizve. Tonquay, Unity Ch., Montpellier 6.30, Rev. C. W. Townsman. 
Victoria St., 6.30, Rev. C. Gonpjon ‘TROWBRIDGE, igre Unitarian Ch., 11 and 6, Rev. A. F. O. Tuomas. 
Lyruam St. Annes Unitarian Church, Channing Rd, 11 
and 6.30, Rev. H. Crapress. ; Waxerta_p, Westgate Chapel, 10 45 and 6.30, Mr. E. Suaw. 
W. Cairo St, 10.30 and 6.30, Rev. E. W. Deaxn«. 
High 
House, Rd. (by permission), March 26th 
Maxcuester, Cross Street Chapel, 10.45, Mr. T. W. Rosexts, 6.30, Rev. West Bmosewice, Lodge Road Church, 6.30, Mr. R. W. Ht 
E. D. Evans. Waesr Gardens, 11, Rev. Mancazer 6.30, Rev. 
Mavcnester, Failsworth, Dob Lane pel A. Davp 
Wuitsy, Flowergate Old Chapel, 6, ——. 
All Souls’ Church, 6.30, Rev. 
Youn, St. Seviourgete Chapel, 6.30, Rev. G. S. Woons. 
Stand Chapel, Geld, 10.45 and 6.30, Mothering the N_U_F., 14 Gordon Sq., W.C.1 
Rd, 630, Mr. A. K. CANADA 
Un. of the Messiah, Sherbrooke St. West, and Sampson 
Rev. W. P. Jouns. | 
Uniterien Cherch of Vancouver, 1,550 Tenth Aveoue 
MipouzTox, Old Road Chapel, 6, Supply. Percesson. 
see Lancaster. 
Mosusy, Christian Church, RA. 
Cathedeal Place, C2, 7.30, Rev. 
of the Divine Unaty, Elison Place, Chuistion Fellowship. Secker’s Hall, Wel- 
NewcasTz, O84 Mecting House, 630, Rev. j- 
(Re Bethichem Unitarian Church, 2.45 and 6, Tome Telephone FA. | 
Ua Gh, and Rev. L. NEW ZEALAND 
Nowsica, ng A 
SOUTH AFRICA 
Ourcen, P.M Tee. 
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